SETTING UP FOR SPORTFISHING

By Grant Dixon

A new magazihe boat —

Extreme Game
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| have had my eye on Extreme
Boats for a number of years now,
mainly through the various boat
shows where the company has
received several awards.

The company’s range has also been
created by Christchurch designer,
Scott Robson, whose work I am
familiar with and like.

So when the opportunity came to
work more closely with Glenn and
Di Shaw and their Whakatane team,
I grabbed it. The result is the maga-
zine's new offshore project boat, an
Extreme Game King 700, launched
in late December just in time for ‘sea
trialling’ over the Christmas break.

Over the next few issues we will
be featuring the boat in the maga-
zine, taking an in-depth look at the
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boat and motors, electronics and
fishing fit-out.

While Extreme Boats have become
one of the major players in our alloy
boat-building scene, they have not
lost the capacity to customise craft
to clients’ needs.

I initially arrived at the Extreme
Boats’ Thornton, Whakatane base on
Glen and Di’s family dairy farm with
quite a long ‘wish list’. After all, the
boat had to be set up for hard-core
sportfishing as well as over-nighting
with the family on board — a big ask.
However, I am pleased to say most of
these ideas have been incorporated
into the finished product.

The Extreme Game King 700 hull
features a 20 degree deadrise, with a
fine entry tapering back via reverse
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chines to throw the spray down and
wide. It also gives the boat plenty of
lift to get it on the plane quickly.

Starting up forward there is a self-
draining anchor locker that holds 100
metres of eight-strand 14mm warp
and 15 metres of Smm chain, attached
to a Sarca anchor via a custom-built
Sarca fairlead that keeps the ground
tackle snugly in place but allows it to
freefall without hindrance.

At the heart of the anchoring sys-
tem is a prototype Maxwell RC-8
capstan which, having been success-
fully trialed in a number of craft,
is now available to the public. It
has a beefed-up pressure arm and
a unique rope/chain gypsy, making
it ideal for boats of this size. The
capstan is operated from the helm,

King 700

its oscillating feeder ensuring the
warp and chain, properly set up by
the North Shore firm Chains, Ropes
and Anchors, is laid in a tangle-free
manner in the locker.

The underfloor construction is fully
welded and there are three large pres-
sure-tested buoyancy tanks built in.
A flooding keel helps with stability
at rest. The underfloor fuel tank has
been increased to 230 litres and runs
along the keel line forward and aft.
In front of it is a large kill tank that
drains into the keel flood chamber,
and the lid forms part of the cabin
floor. While it hasn’t been done yet,
the intention is to line this with poly-
styrene to provide more cold storage.

There is tread-plate floor through-
out, which is about to be covered
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At the business end is a pair of Mercury Optimax 135hp counter-rotating outboards. The tuna

tubes have been built into the transom.

with a marine matting from Marine
Express.

At the Portofino stern is a transom
that's been beefed up for the twin
Mercury OptiMax 135hp rig. The piv-
oting dive ladder had to be modified
slightly to allow for the twin motor
setup. There is also a wide transducer
bracket to which a 1kw Furuno trans-
ducer is attached, the heart of the
NavNet 3D system on board. On the
port side the smaller skimmer trans-
ducer is mounted for the Lowrance
Broadband chartplotter/sounder we
also carry for trial purposes.

A pair of OceanLED underwater
lights are mounted on the transom,
too. These are great for attracting
mackerel, koheru and the like when
bait fishing at night.

Extreme has built a pair of tuna
tubes into the transom, each with its
own Rule pump. At first glance these
appeared a little short, but in prac-
tice they work well, keeping skipjack
tuna and kahawai alive for hours.

In the transom there are two large
lockers to keep the three batteries
well out the way and protected from
the salt environment, along with the
switches. The oil reservoirs for the
outboard sit beneath them out of the
way on the cockpit floor.

On the port side is a live-bait tank
with its Keep Alive aerator system,
located beneath the step-through.

The cockpit is uncluttered, with
two deep, carpeted shelves either
side, large enough to take the likes
of the big flying and fixed head gaffs,
tag poles, buffers and so on. We
have two, upholstered-top 105-litre
IceyTek bins that fit against the cabin
bulkhead and double as seats when
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trolling for trout or gamefish.

Deck Grip has been added to the
Portofino, gunwales, side and fore
decks to provide a non-slip surface.
It has also been added to the bottom
of the IceyTek bins to prevent them
sliding when empty.

Extending the cabin roofline is an
extendable bimini. I initially thought
this would get in the way when fish-
ing, but in the heat of this summer
it has been a godsend and remained
in place.

Another fixture I had initial qualms
about was the permanently mount-
ed bait-station. This is unique to
Extreme Boats and features a hinged
board, beneath which is a tray to
store and thaw small quantities of
bait out of the sun. The heavy-duty
frame doubles as a towing point for
water toys, and there are two angled
rod holders that are strong enough to
take the game gear.

Rod storage is not an issue, thanks
to a doubled-up rocket launcher.
There are four built-in rod holders
for trolling (a couple more would
have probably been even better), as
well as holders for the removable
Scotty downriggers port and star-
board. The bait-board-mounted hold-
ers can accommodate the fifth troll-
ing position.

Kilwell outriggers are mounted via
Chatfield bases and reinforcing plates
high on the cabin sides to maximise
lure spread, and a centre-rigger, made
from a Kilwell surf-rod blank, is run
out of the rocket launcher, using a
drop-back clip that’s accessible from
the cockpit. The ‘rigger halyards are
cleated off using Ezi-Cleats, which
also serve as a tow point for the sea
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under the in-fill.

anchor when drift fishing.

On the cabin top are the usual
VHF and radio aerials, two GPS
transponders for the Lowrance and
Furuno chartplotter/sounders, and
the Furuno radar unit in its cus-
tom ‘tower’. A helm-station-oper-
ated spotlight makes mooring and
anchoring in the dark much easier.

There are a number of cabin lay-
outs available. We have configured
the NZ Fishing News boat with a little
cruising in mind. On the port side are
two large storage areas with uphol-
stered tops, between which a ped-
estal-mounted table is located. This
can be dropped down to form a third
bunk, ideal for a child or a trim adult.
Above it are two more relatively deep
shelves for all the paraphernalia that
needs to be kept dry. The cabin is
fully lined to help reduce noise and
retain warmth in winter.

The storage area carries the bar-
becue and gas bottle for the Kiwi

Up forward there is space for three to sleep witF the infill in place. An eTe.;:-tric toilet is located

Sizzler, as well as a smaller Colman
camping stove and associated bot-
tles. Throughout the boat there are
a number of practically-located grab
rails, and around the gunwales is an
alloy-moulded bump rail.

The permanent helm seat behind
the wheel is very comfortable in
calmer conditions, and also provides
a firm brace to stand against when
helming the boat in rough seas. There
is a small storage area under this, and
behind is the cavity containing the
Waeco Dometic fridge unit.

The flush-mounted Furuno NavNet
3D system dominates the helm sta-
tion, which also contains the con-
trols for the Maxwell RC8 capstan,
the Coursemaster auto-pilot controls
and, above, the Lowrance VHF and
Fusion iPod stereo header unit. The
Lowrance Broadband sounder/chart-
plotter bracket is mounted on the
dash.

The twin Mercury throttles have
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The helm-station provides good access to all the electronics. There is more storage under-floor.

their own pedestal to the starboard
side of the helm-station, where eve-
rything is easily within reach, while a
wiper ensures good vision at all times.

In the cabin itself are two comfort-
able V-berths, with an infill section
providing sleeping accommodation
for thee ‘good friends’! The uphol-
stery is done in an Extreme branded
fabric, a nice touch.

Beneath a removable squab is an
electric flush toilet, added at the
request of the females in my fam-
ily. There is also access to the chain
locker via a forward hatch, and the
capstan itself via a hatch in the cabin
roof. Two more shelves either side
of the cabin ensure storage for less
bulky items such as charts, winch
handles and the like.

The rig has been painted in a
distinctive two-tone black and grey
livery that sets its lines off nicely.

Underneath the boat is a Voyager
Elite tandem, braked trailer. We have
had Voyager trailers under all our
project boats, and there was no need
to change with this one. It comes com-
plete with quality Trojan componentry
and a multi-roller system that secures
the boat firmly at the lowest centre of
gravity possible — making it great for

We have been successfully trialling the
new Maxwell RC-8 capstan, which will be
available in stores from April.

towing. Added extras include: LED
lights; side arms (great for retrieving in
tricky conditions such as strong winds
or winching the boat off the beach);
and a centre walk-board to keep the
feet dry in winter.

The tow vehicle is the face-lift-
ed Jeep Grand Cherokee model,
which boasts a towing capacity of
3500kg for a braked trailer. The 3.0
CRD diesel waltzes away with the
boat and there are no problems in
the stopping department. An added
bonus is a reversing camera, allowing
you to line up the towball with the
coupling accurately every time. @

Next issue — the electronics and the
outboards.
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